


Many of you have been following and are familiar with the happenings as our parish in Beloit continues to proceed
with the restoration of our historic St. John the Baptist Catholic Church following the Summer 2021 fire. Immediately
following that unfortunate incident, a logical, normal downtrodden mood set in. Yet, in God’s inimitably unique manner,
that event on June 27, 2021 has become, effectively, a “lemons turned into lemonade” occasion. Our parish has rallied
together in just a wonderful manner – a manner that is a testament to people in general and specifically, to the German/
Russian heritage of Beloit and our parish. That fateful fire ushered into motion a process that was much needed –
grabbing by the horns and implementing considerable structural, cosmetic and other long-delayed enhancements to our
majestic church – and jump-start it into the next century. Thus, Prepare the Way came into being . . .

On Sunday, August 28, the final Mass was presided over in our church for a good bit of time. Until approximately
the Easter, 2023-time frame – that’s if all things fall in place with our vendors and the many other varied moving pieces
in the building/restoration process – and we get a break or two along the way, Masses will again be presided over in our
majestic and magnificent church home! Currently, the interior of our 120+ year old church has become, effectively, a
gigantic construction zone.

The Sunday Mass on August 28th wasn’t the only significant event which occurred that day. Within an hour
following the conclusion of the 10:00 AM Mass, a group of early arrivers began final preparation for what was
anticipated to be a day of immense activity – the massive, physical transfer of pews and a host of church articles to an
8,000 square foot expansive, open building east of the Dairy Queen which is owned by Cornerstone Charitable
Foundation.

In the midst of 101° heat, over 140 individuals participated in what truly was a historic day in the life of our parish.
All pews and church articles were transported out of the church, which has held masses uninterruptedly (outside the virus
window of 6 week time in the Spring of 2020) since it was
originally constructed in 1904, and transferred to our new,
“temporary home,” while construction is occurring, until we
can move back to our historic church.

PEWS, BREWS, & MOVING CREWS



• Approximately 140 men, women, students and youngsters
gathering from 11:30 AM through 6:00 PM to assist with
this colossal move

• All pews were removed and transported to the temporary
building where they were affixed back in place for use

• All church articles (statues, icons, ancillary tables,
podiums, candles/candelabras, temporary altar, books,
votive candle stands, etc.)

• Upwards of 20 trailers were incorporated
• Tear-up and removal of the sanctuary flooring carpet

Appropriately termed “Pews and Brews” (prayer of
thanksgiving, pizza, pop and beer concluded the day), this
was an all-out parish affair and meshed a significant amount
of meticulous planning, detailed thought and obvious
manpower. The event allowed a healthy dose of our
parishioners ages 7 – 82 to participate in a momentous day
which was a vital process in the life of our 150-year age
Beloit parish. The success of this day would never have
occurred were it not for the over-the-top “heavy lifting” and
generous support and participation from those able to join!
Thank you to all!

TheMove Entailed

New temporary location -
former Dollar General building

Pews & Brews



CALLING ALL
BLUJAYS!

1982 - $35,000
1998 - $31,700
2010 - $30,000
2013 - $25,280
1970 - $25,100

1960
1970
1982
1989
1998
2010
2013

TOP 5 CLASS TOTALS

CLASSES WHO HAVE
REACHED $10K

WE NEED YOU!

As a means of obtaining the needed $3.0
million to complete the restoration project, a
$10,000 class pledge has been issued to each
St. John’s Class all the way back to the early
1940’s. There is still time to make a donation

towards your individual class goal!

$208,150.58Alumni Total =
STJOHNSBELOIT.ORG/PREPARETHEWAY

$3,000,000

$2,400,000

HONOR. RESTORE. BELIEVE.
PREPARE THE WAY



Shane, Ben, & Sam
Strathman

Kolbe, Joseph, Jacob, &
Owen Konrade

Rebekah, Chiara, Karolyn,
& Paul Lueger

Selma, Eva, Bosco, &
Henry Holdren

Sam, Grant, Canaan, Jonas,
& Jane Letourneau

Joel, Jerek, & Jackson
Rexroat

Edward & Gianna Horinek
Maria Mick

Lily DiNuzzo
Wadyn & Kaleb Griffeth

Karridy Dunstan
Nick Greenwood
Nick Niewald
Jack Hartman

Roderick & Knappert Kids

OUR STUDENT-LED FUNDRAISING INITIATIVE
is an opportunity for students of all ages to be a part of our restoration effort.

OUR FOREFATHERS

“MY LOAD OF LIMESTONE”

In 1900, the parishioners were assigned to quarry and haul stone to the church site, together with sand, as construction of the
new church progressed. Quarries were opened on land of parishioners.

All this represented a gigantic operation. By today's standards, tools and equipment in the early1900s were primitive.
Imagine quarrying thousands of loads of stone with hand tools and hauling stone and sand in horse-drawn wagons over trails and
dirt roads. There were no motorized bulldozers and large semi trucks, no hydraulic lifts or power tools. It was all hard back-
breaking labor in effort to build our church.

For example, "Anton Eilert assisted in the construction by hauling rock from a quarry eight miles northeast of Beloit. He hauled
not only the thirty loads, stipulated by the pastor, but, because of his age, he was unable to quarry rock, so he compensated for

this, by hauling eighty loads."

Eva Holdren shows her support by baking
some sweet treats!

Kolbe, Joseph, Jacob, and Owen Konrade sell hot dogs
at the Youth Booth Expo.

The Roderick & Knappert kids put on a yard sale.

Rebekah, Chiara, and Karolyn Lueger sell
homemade birdhouse trellises.

Paul Lueger sells magnets at
the Youth Booth Expo.

$4,402.01
Student Total =

The Rexroat brothers donate earnings from their
mowing business.



Pre-K - 12th grade
enrollment for 2022-2023
is 198 students which is

the highest since the
2000-01 school year when
there were 203 students.

39% student enrollment
growth in last 13 years
(143 in 2009 - 2010)

Highest enrollment in nearly a quarter of a century!
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St. John’s School Enrollment



Fr. Andrew Rockers

Maria Mick
BENEDICTINE COLLEGE

Elementary Educa�on

Jaret Eitzmann
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRASKA-LINCOLN

Business Management

Logan Brummer
PHLEBOTOMIST
Lincoln County Hospital

Gemma Clark
TEACHER AIDE
St. John’s Schools

Xander Heidrick
NCK TECHNICAL COLLEGE

Informa�on Technology

Jeremy Hicks
FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY

Secondary Educa�on - Social Studies

Taylor Kibbee
COLBY COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Business & Equine Produc�on Management

Joseph Knappert
UNDERWATER TECHNICIAN

Washington State

Cabyn Winkel
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY
Agricultural Technology Management

Ben Thompson
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY

Business Administra�on - Data Analy�cs

NEWROLES
AT ST. JOHN’S

Dear St. John Parents,

I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce
and briefly explain my new role as Chaplain
of St. John’s Catholic School. My primary
responsibility as Chaplain is the spiritual
health and formation of the students, as well
as the faculty/staff, and by extension our
whole school family. I will oversee and
coordinate the living out of our Catholic faith
in the various aspects of school life. I hope to
be as present as possible and to be available
whenever a student or teacher is in need of
spiritual guidance.

My main goal this year is to help foster a school culture that is truly
Christian and Catholic. Meaning that we are guided and led by the
teachings of Jesus and His Church. My desire for every student is
that they truly come to encounter Jesus and His love for them. That
they would say Yes to a life of faith, hope, and charity, a life of
following Jesus as His disciples. This is the primary purpose of
Catholic schools: to help our students become faithful disciples of
Jesus Christ and to say Yes to His invitation to become Saints!

This after all is God’s will for every single one of us. “This is the
will of God, your holiness” (1 Thess 4:3). “But just as He who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do, for it is written: “Be
holy, because I am holy” (1 Pet 1:15-16). And what does holiness
essentially consist in? Love: loving God above all things and your
neighbor as yourself. Our job as a Catholic school is to help our
students grow in their desire and their ability to love God and
neighbor in their thoughts, word, and actions. Everything we do,
including academics and athletics, should ultimately be ordered to
the love of God and neighbor.

Every student should be loved and supported wherever they are on
that journey, while at the same time every student should be
encouraged and challenged to strive for spiritual growth and
progress on that journey to holiness. We as a school are here to help
facilitate that growth and progress according to the teachings of
Jesus and His Church.

Class of 2022Congrats!

Beth Eilert
Jeremy Roderick

Janelle Pacey
Gemma Clark
Tamra Gengler
Lizzy Borobia

Emma Schechinger
Clint Horinek
Stacy Perez

Wendi Letourneau
Darlene Sporleder

5th Grade Teacher
MS & HS Religion
AP Reading Teacher

Classroom Aide
Classroom Aide
Classroom Aide
Classroom Aide

Grounds & Maintenance
Lunch Personnel & Activities Coordinator

Lunch Personnel
GS Secretary



On September 15, the students and school community participated in
an Eucharistic procession and blessing of the schools.

Grandparents Day

Blujay
We were
excited to
celebrate

Grandparents
Day this year!
The morning

was filled with
singing,
laughter,
lunch, &
Bingo.

The High School girls and boys each took retreats to Ringneck Ranch.
The retreats included amazing outdoor experiences and prayer.

Students Pre-K - 5th Grade finish the School Marathon.



The students
had fun

celebrating the
week. Friday
consisted of
table races,
tailgating on
the practice

field, & an all
school pep

rally.

Homecoming
Court: Ella

Wiles, Sergio
Lopez, Maggie

Eilert, Nick
Greenwood
(King) and

Jane
Letourneau
(Queen), &
Luke Bates

Pride!
2022 Homcoming

The ECO-Meet team won first place at the Wilson Lake regional
ECO-Meet & will compete at State.

The First Graders visited The Depot in Courtland where they made
apple cider, explored the corn maze, and picked out a pumpkin.

The Purple FLIGHT squad won the race at Waconda Lake where
they had to build boats out of cardboard boxes & duct tape.



HELP SUPPORT YOUR SCHOOL
WHILE SHOPPING!

St. John the Baptist
Parish and School of Beloit

$1,557.69

Staying Connected
STAY

CONNECTED
Find out the latest

information on our website:
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PumpMart
“Your one stop shop”

120 W. 8th - Beloit, KS
Joe Kindscher 785-738-3061



St. John’s Catholic Church and School
622 East Main
Beloit, KS 67420
School Phone: 785-738-2942
Parish Phone: 785-738-2851
www.gostjohns.com

Return Service Requested

STAY TUNED!

IN HONOR OF
YOUR NAME HERE


